o, pifoaricae d 


f the gi-dev-nt gardes 
Bog at the point of 


am = i 
led a ire tm 
Br hs wien, that pur- 


ice of the t ; "ever rT; and 
Lenain, Seg aint his ire he 0 


the worthy gaoler; fent his receipt to therec mi 


of public fafety, who immedia tely iffued” a! 

for apprehending’ him, — He ‘was carried away tom 
other gaol, and feals put on his effects. His fa 
took poeta ATEN, yell of the prifon s, £0) 
theyawere defe: deat ; and:whofe 













on t j } 

HIS man, had, been, 
cold tbois, at 

> acquitted | 1 

onc wh patron, that, f after the dif 

N of the good Benoit, he was appointed keeper 

of the Luxembourg, to which office he fuperadded 

thofe of {py and ‘informer, ” Tt is lefs the object of 

sa 4 to han th fn the i indiy ical aétions of this 


i ener 










 durk 






siniftrators ‘intoxicated with wine 
ed to their caprices, and to 
atures, the gaolers; trans 










¢ Sl place to plier to humour the whims of any 
* of them 5 di fron n to prifon, ami 
i diated 2 ‘a deluded mob ; 











aciviy @ ents of yranny tendé 
ners» @ moft alton yf Be to populate thefe’ 
. of defpair. From every corner of France 
were daily fent to the Conciergerie. It was fi 
by the activity of the pepenarics; in eer departmény 
and h admis in Paris, and em 











from each ° hers 
this horrible prifon, each g ches 
from the dregs of vulgar br calit ing fror 
vice, filth, and inebriety, and. fpeaking’a language 
peculiar to their occupation, in,Englith called Jang. 
poektpebs wide ss Hone! ‘was intro- 







duced to the turnkey, sd by fome myr- 
midons, examined his whose we orders for his 
reception, * and. pafled ugh the other 





wickets. | The place in prifoners were at firft 

called the /ouricitre, or moufe-trap, a 
pervious to the of fun, and ex- 
pS infectious odour e accumulated 
of perfons,.who had previoufly occu ind faa 
he itraw provided for a bed, was rotten wit 

: and the rats. ate the thoes und cloth 
he unhappy tenant... In t 


























"00d fortune to be conveyed to 

tered their {tate fomewhat, but 

» Attheir arrival, the gaoler 

afked them in a rough voice, ‘* Have you got any 

** bells ?”” a cant wotd for'money. If anfwered in the 

afirmative, he providéd a {mall ciftern for water, a 

‘three cfacked plates, for which he 

picinal coft. If the prifoner 

he was = nee tee for 

** vou, Citizen, you'll get nothing for nothing here,”’ 

He was in that ¢afe oblige: to med “any gt 

value which he poffeffed at a price extremely r 

to pay for the trifles above-mentioned, at an exot. 

bitant rate: For example, a perfon gave a 

ring which coft. ashundred crowns (121. Tos.) 


* enty-five ivres, (1 i 1s. 10}.d.) whi ab 
ae r ‘nithe t rap% 10 


they had but one meal, three hour 
and twenty clofe co finement. © : 
phis l : ft | 


rolong a, wretches 


* ¥ . te RS 
: ‘ * 4 
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lowed to each individual but 
which, according to the siibe’ 
afforded a miferable fubfittence, ai 
ftill worfe by,the rapacity of the a In'fome 
of the prifons they gave half a bottle of adulterated 
wine, a difh of French beans ftewed in ftinking 
greafe or tallow, a falt herring, ‘rotten and worm- 
eaten ; in fome a little putrefcent’meat, and vegetables ee 
full of dirt, hair, and worms. ‘Two perfons, who ae 
fince the fall of Robefpierré have written narratives 4 
of their-imprifonment, have ‘not fcrupled to aver, 
ly ought to be repeated with diffidence, 
‘the utmoft caution employed before it gains 
ctedit, that the facrifices of the guillotine fupplied the 
the prifoners. This affertion is corroborated 


tof thefe authors, ier and, puinted 
2; it np Recta r 
















and fith full of 1 tlhe 
aad ind: ill dreffed, and full 


alee 4 not only ulelefs but 
ced ill ufage, threats of 


Pot a transfer to a worfe prifon : 
en they were.d 
as having formé 


Becta is actually fa 






















f ckin off the fauce and ‘dipping 
a what Feinatned in the dith: facts 
which 9 pains to conceal from the 
prifoner. fruit which was fent by their friends, 
or which they contrived to purchafe at almoft its 
weight in gold, paffed through the hands of thofe 
harpies, who never failed to diminifh the quantity, 
without fear of reproach or even of remonftrance. 
This treatment produced a general ftate of ill- 
- health ; moft ofthe prifons were crowded with 
fick ; ae of them no ‘infirmary, and in them 
the cafe of the prifoners was truly dreadful ; mt 









their 








could not, without great expence and an exprefi 
cation to the committee of public fafety, attended 
much delay, obtain a phyfician; and the mott ordinary 
drugs were not procured without fimilar expe ence and 
delay. All this whilethe patient lay on his bed ai ftraw 
in acrowded he peftilence, and wi 


damp, ‘te Sindore Sant and the ba ck 
fo cravettel as to exclude the air, The patients, 
without regard to the difference of of Wit ceinplaints, 
were placed two ina bed. The p 
not on account of their know Du 
e from their fection vere 
Utes, adminiltered th has : ein 


er, with Ut the-diordes When 






















rep} ft wil hi 
vation, that it was part o! 4 fyfte 
rid of great numbers of th 
" regimen above defcribed cai 
and almoft inevitable deftruction, 
fity of recurring to laudanum or aconite. 
The following extract from Montgaillard : gives 
an account of the general fituation of the prifoners, 
which cannot be perufed without fentiments of ab- 
horrence. ‘* For thefe four months the prifoners 
“have been forbid all communication with man- 
“ kind. They experience the moft barbarous treat- 
“ ment, and the coarfe food now allowed, and the 
 ‘privation of which is often threatened, is examined _ 
“by commiffioners from the committee of public Di, 
“ fafety, and thrown in through openings which 3; 
** arejafterwards spretiile fhut,. Women with child ch 
** hay in the Englifh convent, now a prifon, 
Pf in t the rue des Foffés St. Vidor, in the Luxem- 
“ _and in the grand Carmes, for want of the 
 relie neceflary in their condition. Tis fo much 
“ trouble Javed to the executioner, Said Billaud. Va- 
** rennes, when he was afked to order a phyfician 
* for the 'prifons. ‘In one fingle chamber ih per- 
* fons are confined. Many have petitioned the 
‘* committee of public fafery and the public accufer 
* of the revolutionary tribunal to fend them to the 
“ feaffold.. “Couthon wrote the following anfwer 
. “on one of thele petitions. oman, (citoyenne, 
you have not yet been long enough in a pe ‘ion that 
te wif for deat death.” 








* Inks 








"clock, th amufed them fea on. 
if poctry, composed by the pri- 
and mufic. The increafe of num- 
itional fe verities, and the daily murder of 
- of their companions, occafionally embittered 
ret they ftill continued to amufe 

them i lie of of privations, dangers, and ter- 
rors. ion rendered them almoft i in- 
a. Seieient even to. el lofs of their companions. A 
B perfon who ‘had been fifteen months confined in the 
i Conciergerie, informed major Tench, that during 
Re that time he faw one hundred and fixty- -feven 
: go out of his room to the guillotine. Hed 
almoft all thefe victims as fo confcious of their in- 
nocence, and fo reconciled to their fate, that nothing 
but eth’ indifference, and levity prevailed 












at nig 3 ,t be phate room; and cigs 
for the prefen tid remanded Pack, i 


The dinner cnt were f 
the fuppers extremely frequent *. 
In another prifon where the 





to cell, findmg means, notwithftanc thic 

of the walls, to be heard from oné@ungeon to the 
other. ‘The dilclofure of news was forbid, but now 
and then a more humane gaoler or guard would in a 
whifper communicate fome public event, the know- 
ledge of which might be fuppofed: agreeable to his 
hearers: this was reported again with caution, in 
ambiguous terms, fuch as, I dreamt fo and fo; and he 
when it was fo public that it might be mentioned = 
without fufpicion, they celebrated it in poetic com- 
pofitions, fongs, &c. Such were, the re-conquelt of 
Toulon, the Aoceatine of the armies in general, and 
thé feaft in honor of the Supreme Being, from which 
the prifoners formed the moft flattering hopes. 

Thefe enjoyments folely counterbalanced a life 
embittered with daily increafing cruelty. ‘They were 
furrounded with fpies, who endeavoured by atts of 
the moft brutal iniolence to force them to complain ; 
and if they did not fucceed, invented circu 
they-could not occafion, rather than fail in gratifying 
their employers. This rendered communication in- 
fecute, and added a terrible reftraint to thofe under 
which they already laboured. The language of their 





























gaolers often led them to dread another maffacre 
like that c tember 1792, and haraffed them by 
continual fears; which were reinforced by the ex- 





cavations made in yards of moft of the prifons atthe 
~The gaolers pretended th ; 
fez >. 


y 





threefcore oes would ry, «A 
lottery of the guillotine.” If the the 
n_Jefs numerous, fhe would fay, 
twenty or five-and-twenty ariftocrats 
“ who were e guil otined to-day 5 3 I hope the number 
*¢ will be greater to-morrow.’’ Sometimes in the 
middle of the night the bell was rung, and all the 
prifoners fum into the yard, where admini- 
ftrators, by torch-light, attended by guards, waited 
with a lift of perfons to be carried in carts to other 
prifons for detention, or to the Conciergerie, till the 
fhould be tried. Thefe transfers were effected wit 
the utmoft brutality ; ages fex, or fituation pro- 
cured no compaffion. A lady near her time of 
lying-in, terrified by the bell, from her ignorance 
of the caufe of its ringing, was feized with the pangs 
of child-birth. She was compelled to defcend to the 
yard; her name was on the lift; in vain. fhe in- 
treated and: remonttrated ; two foldiers dragged her * 
towards the cart, till her increafing agonies at len, . 
_ compelled them to place her in the firft room 
~ could find, where fhe was prematurely: delivered 
without attendance or afliftance. 
eliveryof ‘Thefe were not the only means contrived to 
batts of <¢ murder fleep.” By a diabolical mockery of 
24 " juftice, the aéts of accufation were delivered late 
in the night before the day of trial. “A fellow 
y hawked them about the prifon with a loud voice, 
' .§ calling them, in barbarous pleafantry, the Evening 
| Pot... This noife difturbed all the, prifoners, and 
mad fome hundreds partake of the: intended, 
perhaps, for only ten or a dozen, Thofe to whom 
delivered fometimes could not read_ ie : 
gee » it would hav 
















































thefe wretches often indicated the fa 
to be accufed by fome jocular exprefi as, Let us 
fend this woman to her beloved fpoufe> and at the top 
of one of the acts of accufation was written, ‘* 4 head 
“ t0 be chopped off without mercy.* The change of 


the abode of prifoners, inade capricioufly and unre- 





"the perfon 











corded, often rendered the delivery of thefe acts _ 
matter of difficulty ; but the impatience of the mef- a 
fengers, and the promptitude of the revolutionary y 
fyftem, obviated delay. If the perfon defignated was % 
not to be found, fome one whofe name approached *~ | 


to his in found, or who had had fome relation or con- i 
nexion with him, fupplied his place’. It was vain 
to remonftrate, the anfwer was ready ; ** We were 
“ ordered to take ten, twelve, or fifteen perfons 
* from this houfe, and will not go away without our 
“ number; you may as well take this act of accufa- 
. “tion as not, for you certainly muft have one 
** fooner or later.” 
Towards the latter end of July 1794, every thing Ine 
indicated that greater feverities and a more vaste tens 
evacuation of the prifons was in contemplation. The 
reports of confpiracies were more frequent, the {pies 


















© CourLetT VERMANTO!IsS was fon of acounfellor of parliament at 
Dijon, and afterwards an officer in the army. He fell a vidtim to the 
irregular proteedings of the revolutionary tribunal a day before the 
death of pierre. He was a prifoner in the prifon Duplefis; when 
in one of Fouquier Tainville’s lifts, the name of Vermuntois, canon of 
Chartres, was included ; no perion of that name being found but hime 
felf, he was taken; and in ipite of his remonitrances that he was a 
follier, and not a prieit, and knew nothing of the faéts alledgedin — _ 
the a& of acevifation, he was condemned by that execrable court, ond 
executed the 27th July 1794. Such miftakes were not ur os 
A lady of the name of MarLiet was, brought before the tribunal © 
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n adi of accufation meant for a perfon of the name of. nee 








rUuoNne! ° Nth y Treven a from com- 
municating with eachother. During the thort pe- 
ere permitted to take the air in the yard, 
men em On purpofe traverfed it diagonally ; 
and if they faw'two or three converfing, rudely fe- 
ieee them, afking if they were forming a con- 
- iracy ! 
all of Ro- The revolution of the 28th of July, though not 
peipler'’s immediately communicated to them in direct terms, 
4 produced effects perceptibly beneficial. While the 
. iffue of the conteft between Robefpierre and his op- 
a ponents was uncertain, the prifoners were obliged to 
feparate at an earlier hour than ufual, and were care- 
fully locked up. When the conteft was decided, 
the jailors were in doubt whether the fyftem*of 
terror would not ftill be continued. They took 
great pains to conceal the tranfactions without. 
Alarm and terror were infpired by the ringing of 
the tocfin and the firing of guns. news 4 
com- diverfély communicated. In one prifon wees 
ated; it’ through the ‘intrepidity of a boy who, hawked 
papers about the ftreets ; he approached: the walls, 
f, crying with a loud voice, ‘“ The glorious-arreftation 
“and execution of Catiline Robefpierre and his ac- 
« complices :”” when the guard attempted ‘to drive 
him away, he natoniitet fturdily, that. 
many good citizens in cuftody who would be glad 
to hear the news, and they fhould hear it 
words of the hawker were caught up by fome who 
contrived to communicate Fron alle the port 
foon.became general. In another gaol, one of th 


break the knots.9 


veh 
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guards, who was employed to 
Se ers affembled in the ar , ec 












come “into the rites b 
ftead *. na s : 
The reign of thefe tyrants, 
wards anend. The conventi¢ ed that they 
intended to abolifh the fyftem oF; the a 
feeling that their power was deiuting, and dreadi 
the punifhment due to their paft barbarity, 
court to the prifoners by vol relaxing many | 
of their feverities, and permitting the introduétion of 
victuals, clothes, letters, and even vifitors. Then 
came to light the numerous devices invented by in- 
genious affection to elude the feverity of the law 
and the vigilance of the turnkeys; fometimes in the 
mee of a fowl, or in a bundle of alparagus, while 
uals were permitted to be fent; fometimes in the 
folds, or even the hems of clean linen, a dexterous 
hand. contzived to convey the effufion of a tender 
andy ful hearts In one of the prifons a dog daily / 
) Pinto kifs the hand of his confined mafter,and — ~ * 
cated Under his collar the affectionate remembrances, 
of an anxious wife. Sometimes pieces of ha We 
dirty, and apparently unimportant, ‘when join . 
gethers ¥ contained an interes diary, tender in, 
olences, or affectionate proteftations. Soon thefe 
efforts of courageous tendernefs were rewarded by 
the jon of warrants and difcharge of pri- =~ 
fi hich reftored happinefs to thoufands. © 
What, upon infpection, were the crimes which aue 
thorifed a confinement fo rigorous, a death fotra 
pants eed of the prifoners had been nobles, fomée » . 
» bankers, farmers-general; e 
apne rich, mes Varned, fome brave; thefe Bane 
S iven offence to or 
































gt er is. ute add; he 

to the fatisfaétion of his 
tees ‘g nd Pivy at the Luxembourg, 
that he was promoted RY he {ame offices at the Jarger 
prifon of thesis where he continued for fome 
time after t per iat of Robefpierre: but condign 
punifhment at length overtook him; he was included 
in the act of accufation againft Fouquier ‘lainville, 





8: th May tried, and fent tothe guillotine with him and his ac- 
1795- complices. 4 























ETIENNE- CHARLES DE’ seus DE. 
BRIENNE. 





st, oe 
ce a 
T HE name of de Brienne, archbifhop of Sens, - 
has been little noticed in the courfe of the %7% 
revolution, though the errors of his adminiftration 
were the principal means by which it was effected. 
His rafhnefs, prefumption, and timidity diforganized 
the government ; and the plans which, either from 
treachery or folly, he recommended, accelerated the 
events which overturned the monarchy. 
family of Lomenie was of the antient Limoufin Fan 
nobility, and i is traced back to the fourteenth cen- 
tuty. He added de Brienne to his* family name, a 
» becaufé one of his anceltors had efpoufed a lady of 9 
that illuftrious houfe. Etienne-Chatles was born at : 
Paris, and bred to the church, obtained fucceflively. 176 
the bifhopric of Condom, and the archbifhopric of 1764. 
Thouloufe *. 4 
Notwithftanding his clerical character and dig- Profelfes 
nified flation in the church, de Brienne was noted *# ifm 
for the profligacy of his life and the licentioufnefs 
of manners. He made no fecret of his pro- 
feffion of atheifm, and attached himfelf to d’Alem- . 
bert, and the writers who aflilted him in decrying 
revelation and extirpating Chriftianity. » He A i” ; 
_ one aly font yee commiffioners. n 










8 fifteen po spe aa 


fed in France. It is not neceflary 
to difcufs the ility « of monaftic vows, or to ftate the 
arguments which pe licy ee fuggelt either for 
retaining or fins fuch a number of {mall 
eftablifhments ; but it di furely do no honor to a 
Catholic bithop to, have lifted his hand again{t the 
church ; ‘and ittiuft have afforded confolation and 
triumph to the fufferers to refleé& that they owed their 
difgrace to-an avowed atheift. His exertions pros 
cured him the nick-name of /’ Anti Mcine'. 

The bifhop of Orleans having been defired to 
recommend a clergyman as tutor to the archduchels. 
of Auftria, afterwards queen of France, apélicdip 
de Brienne, who nominated the abbé Ver 
In gratitude for this kindnefs, Vermont uled his 
influence to promote the interefts of his firft patron °. 
On. the death of M. de Beaumont, archbilhop of 

qc ntereit was €mployed to ob 
fe. The anti- chriftian fa pits oie 2 
t réehuous fupport, and the queen, at 
: ont, prevailed on the»king to 
to his appointment. This coulegate. no 
difhonor to the religious principles of ‘Louis XVI. ; 
~ he had heard of the learning, genius, and talents of 
_ the archbifhop of Thouloufe, but was + 
quainted with the immoral pagts of his chara 
He was, however, foon undecéived. His.aur 
ne a de Marlanne, and deveral other 
age, expofed the charatter ° 
De light; the nomin: jon | ve 
SJuigné, a he’ 






ce aang 7 , 
vents were fuppreé 
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Becoming fenfible that the 
was a great impediment to 
Brienne afflumed the mak of 
fincere converfion, and Pe to be folely oct 
pied in the duties of his diocefe, ftill retained 
the efteem of the queen, and 1 hopes that 
by her means he might gain ¢ of prime 
minifter *. 

The infe xibility of the king forded little ground 
for thefe hopes; but the embarraffment of public © 

irssfacilitated the accomplifhment of his withes. 
’ Calonne had induced the king to favor his 

nm for convoking the notables, he waited on the 
queen to communicate it to her. He found her 
» furrounded by courtiers, who, when the 
was explained, — rch bithop, oe in ap- 

opriet care Op.o Thouloufe 
% hintelt wath peculiar warm! 
P cafion, Pleafed with this unex 
anini er faids that he intended to it 
urteen or fifteen bifhops ; that he | oped | 
would: have no objection to be one of 
er, and, as he mult neceflarily be acquainted 
ywh order, left the remaining bifhops to his 
nination,'excluding only a few, who were Ca- 
srofetled omens. The archbifhop gladly p 

felf of t ‘Opportunit to acquire 
id ruin oo minilter. “All the oe 

i were inimical to Ca i, 
ee nfluenced by he | 101 int ia 


\ 
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diate of 
e minifter wc conferred 
ourqueux, aman of amiable manners 
shed charaéter ; but ill-health prevented 
his retaining the ion longer than three weeks. 
The reins of at were now confided to de 
Brienne, who was foon afterwards tranflated to the 
archbifhopric Sens, and conftituted principal 
minifter, with serine in the departments of 
his colleagues 
He roa his adminiftration under the moft 
favourable aufpices: The public gave him credit 
for great talents and abilities, and his friends were 
numerous and powerful. ‘The difgrace wees 
was confidered as neceflary to the public an 
the archbifhop enjoyed for a time great popularity 
The efforts of faction, however, were fpeedily Tes 
newed. De Brienne had difmiiled the no 
many of whom, he fulpected, would con 
favor Calonne, and determined to fubmir, his /p 
‘of Paris. . He {pecdily evinced: 
¢to cavil at the miftakes of another, 
A: fedit an arduous cat He 
ih lans which had been pro his 
predéce als: out was fo deficient. in are 2 that 
he was eye ti of arranging them in iuch’ 
ner as to avoid the odium té ‘which shi 
expofed him. One of thefe plans x 
landed property and feignorial rights, 
to have been firtt prelented, { ecaufe ha 
ent rei fuled to regifter it, thi 
ized to i Si fron’ 
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jin the pre 
began by feveral unpopular ¢ did sh in ng whi 
Calonne, and which the parliament "Tofaled a 
lower clals of people. $ 
twenty-two millions (962,504), a-year, though not a 
h Was calculated to have obviated the objection Prepeltdey 
mn, of the edict, by inquiring how man 
| Ee : 
(a not believe him: they added,» 
eo aah to regifter the 


of the nea fn wi 
one permitting the exportation © ‘ z, 
regilter, alledging, that it was_o; eflive : ; 
o me Py E / 
was not founded in truth. © The taxy 
carried, to she extent propoled by the archbifhop *. "k 
raifed againft the ftamp duty ; but the parliament, 
8 were to be impofed ; and when the mini- 
his. fincerivy, his declaration could, 
m this, was induced to helt s a "ed Bed ti 
ciiens hy 
Os: 











fome lefs ble fhould # 
he propofed a ftamp duty, 
commercial interelt, and hi ighly bi 
adopted by the national affembly, and produced 179+, 
gth the minifter propofed his land-tax, Land-tax) 

having, now fecured popularity, at firft evaded the 

fluréd them this was the laft, amfwered, the 
eh therefore, without Scene 

which he commanded the parliament ivice 


heir refufal. ‘They*declared, however 
thee. they had not the power of me fi 
es without ios confent of the nation, » 95 
d a convocation, of the ftates general) 

snfed the minilter, and he ca ve 
F ieee vheresthey 1 

































o 4 fout hundred 2 nd twen 
millions (18, ),.and afanction for further 
loans, for the! 1788,and the four fucceeding 
years... To al ertain, however, as nearly as poffible 
ot any ol of + parliament, he privately con- 

Members, who promifed their 
j | th gf propofing the loan, he 
0. introduce it amongft fome 






= ed of Catholics. . This 
decree he flattered himfelt would ors a great idea 
of his policy, becaule it was expect 
» troubles which then agitated Holland, 
- de Brienne had fomented*, that many,of t 
habitants, under favor of the ropote toler 










Laftly, that, nothing - 
could fecure t tin 









> in pe Fei fhould be | pre 
patide, ‘of the edicts, and that | 
Id not be called b the inpopula 
uftice, dita royal itting. » Hi 
4 8 abeen feeret, they might 
ee fuccelsful ; but they were 

» of Orleans by. one Sabatier, 4 
liament, the pretended friend: 
‘in reality one of the duke’s 
produced an oppofitiog ; 





















‘ 2) aioe 
urs, reused the king'te: nee 
by wathaal itys ah 
Yand @ccafioned } 


ot oh 


;& 





“a various provinces le 
court, calldoour pleniere, all the m of w 
fhould be named by the crow and the’ exclufive 


bufinels of which fhould be to. the kin 
edi@s. This innovation, thou hée hy em 
called it a re-eftablifhment of the Pebicniere, was 
defigned to fufpend or aim rj the Bn ; 
courts of magiltracy in the 
of violent oppofition, he 
publication of the plan, till the” 
giltering the edicts, which was intended to Be done 
by a bed of yu/tice in Paris, and by royal commiflioners, 
at the fame inftant, in all courts of the kingdom. 
To obviate the neceility of intrufting a number of 
lai this important {ecret, a private prefs was y: 
eftablithed at Verfailles, and theeprinters were fhut + 
up and clofély guarded. The pm for the depar- ss 
=, ou the intendgns pafled through the office of the 
of afindind, and every feint ‘Was ufed to 

vnniie een This ylerion . 
poftentous preparation excited propé , 
cion, and as any attempt againit i 
would at that time have been highh 
that the finger of fufpicion pointed. The mit 
prepared the commiflioners to feel difgwft a i 
intended miffion, by hi want of confidence, and by 
denying hig real intentions whenever they were 
i ae le were alarined by the calling 
out of th tre ops, Pech difplayed at once the weak ‘ 
nels am ence of the government. The fecrety Tye ° 

uiiics ered by M. tea 
ia ment. “To gratify | lity, 
' Efp rain > ve : 7 . 
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iT ake who had fal “ys Far 
fidence of de Brienne. 
had been induced again to hold 
id Moree a fanétion by means of his 
Ste ‘was fo unpopular, that thofe 

liament who, together with fome 
id.and officers of ftate, were 
ir pleniere, difavowed, by a 
( ment, all fhare in adv ifing 
eee were probably encouraged to 


by the filent difapprobation with 
i presi king’s fpeech was attended to by the 
whole aflembly, to whom it was f a 
isin againft it figned by fix peers, mem. 
* bers.were again Summoned before the king, ° 
only repeating what he had faid before, confirma 
them in their reiolutions ; which they printed and 
difperfed mwenghous the: "kingddimy In the mean 
i d fent to Paris for put ° 
fis containing the record: and 
ent, andthe provincial jaments 
from their yp cions: -Thefe as 









he minifter now began wolfe, Pivots 

ny tion, and to meditate a re ion. ‘He was con- 
: re firmed in this refolution by @ drea 

° which threatened ruin to France b 

| devattations, and feemed to eppole 

difficulties to_his retaininy ig his . 

i His | ts were vark 

rh <i 

init th 
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the fates, and voting whem aflen 
tation openagmabe flood-cates ob ape 
and introdu@ed a torrent of Wigenix 
which finally overwhglmedtethe™ 
was alfo faid to have recom 
Necker. This report, @thot 
probably faved his q 
would otherwife have # : 
progrefs through Frangey hiss 
known, the rabble of Paris dreiied*tp 
reprefent his perfon, and after a méd 
through the ftreets, attended witht 
violence, and «the enforcement of 
the effigy. Theywee 














ps" Only four committed. this 
| deprived him of his-ex 
bere Bite ee 
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& The furyiofithis in jay he gathered from the following 

, is afferted that uid have colt a thonfand crows 
ichafe all the pamphiets and books in ‘theets 9 7 
Paris “on thet ation of th hasey Sues ys ¥ 









pr ' 1 of Oftober 178% to Janu 

a pangs MOLE | these ivres (2: 7Fdi)G) rreatet p 
* were fold > xfous. Wes Iheretacdl 

é ’ this minar tae 
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+i we 
pitec Ss and re- 

ch Re h boured to 

a: pak 0 pierre refpect for 


erized by Bertrand: “ No 
ears ever to have been 
de was roe to poffefs 
jolent ; learning, becaufe 
3 beciufe he had vivacity ; 
- beenule he criticifed: the 
ra Be oa all his predeceffors. His friends 
sdhier mts, howeyer, have fince been Suffi- 
dencly'te aviniced of their miftake by th 
or if hig refources, by his. ignorance, by the 
jen 6: ter ewof his-ideas, an od 
“ee « meafures 2” ‘The effect of his 
ys, fuch As toexpofe in a forcible light 
i Mey lnedeg the old Frenéh® governr 
ot: oop @ conduét, the 1 natu 
s king, whale 
acts ot and ill-time 
a erfon’ and government he: ¢ 
@ abhorrence by” unnecéflary - 
ettus  feverinies. “jh ; 


» Me Sire de pti Ms 
5 Memoiz, Vol. 1. pe 45e_ 
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A™ ONG thofe whom the revol 
into notice, and whom the ef 
d*to the admiration of #1 
yconfpicuous. 
‘genius, an sto Sra icl 
ind cited el of politic 


-ien Sth rally si a 


id, in order to over 
on and faction of “th 


SAY extolled, bepoull® 
litical rival “nd 


Ashe cel brity, hat 
deprefied by the 
it’ Chartres in fim 
“i traiteury or mafter of” 
his trade he was’ 
: a, who were at leaft thirteen in 
: Fpation, Jaques el havi s 


en 





it Paris. But 
applied to 


Sted with two Eng. 

‘their language; and 

tfate. He was febred 
Manners and culioms, and 
fatarmight appear like that of 
inc on mpliance with, the mode of 


ryy nd 4 


of Englith took 

agli 9 

which he qundiies ta 
difobliged hisyparentss, ai 

with noother dept 

me at Paris, his 

St avon | ea 

nsowh ho ad een, adva 

income enabled shir 
pene CO! tis 
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: le Spire de P Ebates Ye 
pgland on account o} 
o! hice, formed a pic 





ented a continuance of th 
then left Bo e and return 
On his a he is faid toh 
counfelior in parliament, b 
fact himfelf; he only"6bfe 
firft fudies; and there is no*: 
at any time, practifed asvan” ad 
aétions of Briffot’s early dife 
fcrutable myftery, which en 
of a late illuftrious author, € an le 
a fpy in the lower departments of the’ 
! ee France. He pees q 
fome time before the re 
“afixious, to eradicate” e 
1 in it’. 
n from Boulogne to F 
an im t wor 
his attacks; relig 
Rouféau, and of 


ves 


cipl ‘affording ae r 
eer ‘ying religion, he “to 
inft government, ** Conceiving: * 
t to be moft eafily © 
; red’ two ottavo volu 


‘ea He 
al Laws. In the fan 


ae 


which, ‘according to the French title, ‘oug 
» is deficientin both thete particulars, 
fe are doubtful ; it Rates many fable 
5 and, on the whole, feems the p 
an afted ' lour, to p 
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author, capottkigotend pri 
uded. by f e Reviewers, 
<4 others ; that it procured 
of the moft, zealous. defenders 
id. the.applaufe of M. la 


¢ ¥ , 
Fyornan by two Difcourfes, 
heacademy of Chalons-fur- 
onthe Reform of Criminal Laws ; 
Reparation. due to innocent Perfons 
valfo began a work which. was 
seted | in ten volumes, called Phi 
of the Criminal Laws. The ob: 


io life thofe pri 
nglifh, and Am 





l Thought pomethe Means of attas 
rane of Hunan Knowle 
ee 1 i dugtion to a ines, 
roductions ave come 
ye of them. 
, and om a few fa 
a Reviews and Tivate @ 
ladame de Genlis mentions ah 
taking of a {ub{cquent perio 
bd Mot even know that Briflot wa 
* of five or fix large volumesyyery, 
¢s ignorés) hay that time,* 
roductions; 1 sn the 


uJ ie Ee pith, € 
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_ He had remarked 
«¢ were th 
* obftacl ao f Z e 
“ was impeded by. ge ee 
« labours of the ox ft 
** prehenfion of 3 
fet prohibitions at defiance. 
“ fore, was not to procure jf 
** thors and printers. Now,’ 
** the other in foreign cour 
be peore the double impediment 5 
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ntained in the highelt degree ; 
eo they to print them i or Sa 
andor Germany, co et 
perce expences 0 the p 
re fuch works-n 7 
trodliiced and diem ated 
efe memoirs ht be coll 
tt d of ~eciodieaht work, under 
rf nce on Points which 
0 th We are of Man and of 
ms p ect tg i wha 
















it favo 


iftmnent OF il rAibooks and 

her we his refidence at 

a with Clavicre. 

e, but Neufchatel 

“to Neufchatel he 

Hd the reprinting and 

tk, and relying upon 

he haftened to London, 

eID aah. The firft, num ers 
mot “rapid fucééflion.”” 


y nor labour tor gi¥é folidity | ) 
i pate re 


les een with theits@s 
idea, and refifed™ 
whatfoever. is afloc 
b  “Althou h. ae 
blifh two volu 
were favourablh 


e affif Bint preparing the 

om, continued unknown in tha 
by this undertaking 

res (437,/. tos.) 

ha ‘the | 


thor’s val 


who | Tug ee i 





deferted is, that @ Ye par 
nected fulpectedal 

or were serene 
might, in the ferm 
make fome diicoveri 
caule. a 


f ihe/pot *, and now tt 
for.) , 


pi greater Da 
Vote to an inveitigatic 
French miniitry, 
this, Journa ; 
x London, it might 
i Ww ke, he allo endeavoured. tog 
~ See the Britihh poffefions ar 
ate. the moment whe 




















“had formed a plan of — 
— a centre of correfpondence 
with all the learned men and politicians 


5 index t ates fimilar 
Pariset dt wasmy.wifb,” he fays, “to 
Leonfeder:tion of the friends of 
th, ww ich more fortunate philo 
lifed at Paris fince the 
daccels was prevented, as 

difpofition of a partner, 


: ; ‘but whom he 







> that he-was ar 


nd i had left himyin fuch a tf 
he was indebted to ah generofit 


' Pie) 
Bberation.” Soon, bas releale 
Soh 2 iY atin 
Tey tga zy mn 
wEne land he fi ad quam 
ty Cur 


e Courier da 
malift is faid. toh 
which. Briflg 
ver ment. . 
; uliar audaci 
e P Anaee was fo "8 
ry, that they offered 
appre hending'the autha 
angle Inve pled Pe 
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In. this él 


Genlis. then well kabwitas an au 
terefted the duke de Chaos 
in his behalf*; and& | 
made, that after a siflges 
months he was liberated 
not return to Encland, 
his confinement which is Now ic 
clined to think, that if the ea 
ment had been fairly given*to the we 
have'expofed fome facts relative to’ 
loy under government. He feems) 
ear to concéal thefe 
the Baftille Were publi 
Reille deveil-e, he {upp 
as phich contained thes 




















is addrefles to Neademl 
| the fervice of matem« 







a: 
Th lady ie’commend 
poe of afcDiones i 





10 Letters to the 


Right of Emigration, 
et Log Thefe Letters 
any, but fuppreffed by the 
ere @ecafioned by the 
gration, and by the punith- 
of the Walachian infur- 
he produced Phi/cfophical 
the . England, 2 work which, 
aos le, was fete: oppolite in 
ep say in iv eens 
Be ov 
cs now ACC > 
dA Critical Examination 
argui ler Chatclieux in North, 
he defended the caufe of the flave 
Sonar ol againit ; 
whom he calls’ a mil 


7) red dus J 


71 Mitty 


Ee ercial connexion W 
of the firft import 
ed by Claviere, wrote a 
ty aintitled, The Commertewof. 
“particularly with 
bated and enlged. 





« 9 ‘dread -oft gagemen 
« cleared all obftacles away, and_a p 
« cumftance determined: me t to ace 
Madame de Genlis, however,, 
manner lefs flattering to7B 
fays, that fhe endeavo 
Dupont from marrying a 
according to her opin 
the young lady decided in her 
to folicit a fmall appointment for | 
tained from the duke of Orleans, “when h 
to Tn aR the place whi 
He waited on madame ,de 
to return thanks for a Fevcr 
MFuine hopes, but net ) 
wed the leatt \grati 
was Gonsies * th 
where many 
zona level 


ing the views'o $i 


apamphlet againft the adel 
b of Sens, int! 
sto a Creditor of the Sta 
of a Natitnal Bankrupte 
dit. and nha 





















Jer the name of Amis des oi Rr 
oe was to obtain the total 
5 * Briffot was one of the 
@ even pretends that he was the 
ety. To forward the views of 
$,; he refolved to make a voyage to 
te i to Have entertained thoughts of 
: ch he was eafily induced to refi 
having aged place 4 > * houfehol 
iflot was difcha ar 
btn Siient was alteres J 
+ of Orleans he hod ‘op 
toming acquainted with mén who Loot. 
felves deftined to effect asrevolution, but 
with their immorality, and the en 
id no efteem for him. He quittec 
perfuafion | the: petiod of reve 
it; but he- not. pafied many mor 
ate ed that a con¥oeeat 
tefolved on, and-he probal 
ul 9 Yeturn. He committed 
abfervations ‘made during his 
‘States, and afterwards pab 
a Travels in Amepit 




































the*revolution, but his & cae ef 
§. At the period “of the ¢ 
8 prefident of the fection 




















‘, the 

Ae Lofme, the “were 
There is no reafon - call this an unacec 
accident ; . Brifflot was known | 
Orleans, and thofe -who had 
which produced the taking | 
determined that the 
to a friend of that prince. 

At the revolution the. 
began, and Briffot imm _eftabli 
paper, under the title of a da 


urnal was devoted to revolutio 
Fly appro ving every breach of ‘lew. 
tal his ery had. ‘attained. f - 
~~ g ed for a feries ‘oi 


Me early periods of 
ce See datle known. cems. 
d to the Orleans faction, » ah he was not 
‘as other partifans of that prince. He was 
on of the committee ,eftablifhed at the Hotel de 
Ville, to inquire into the conduct of Orleans in the 
confpiracy of the fifth and fixth of O@ober. | 
ed the moft —— ages ir pro 

d contrived to fhape 
that it was ——- inpaitlet 


















» Vol. i. p- 129+ 
»dasd'Orleans, va vol. ti 





Mth Jb ay 
he was active 
piece every meafure 
re the unconditional emanci. 
of ei lee to place them on a 
e planters, procure to the 
rok fendi fending reprefentatives 
! This fociety was not in- 
the. purpoles expreffed by its 
int, union for all thofe pre- 
pher: » favoured the moft extenfive 
— diforder *, Psa pagina of 
d the affectation .o perfect freedom 
et ved at» the meetings, tend to cone 
Playfair fays, ‘* This aflembly, called. 
: cks, might with more, propriety 
te ermed ye of the whites ;_it was a 
equality and abfurdity, ‘There people 
ment fexes, and of all ranks, might be ad-, 

































but it..was forbidden 
or falute og fo % 
nfor oe pen ing on the revolutions. 
and the plunder they could gain, 
eng die eliemb! with tthe virtuous 
. de la Rochefoucauld, re 


witheys J 


em de porters in the taj 
: ‘The eflects of this affogi 




























inflamed antag cand: inf 
and equally of rights, that at his 1 
colony he’ put hitnfelf at the head 
rebellious pene and 1 yugh thei 
number was ‘finall, and “terre 
into the poffeffions and ‘habitations of th ed olonifts. 
Ogé, after a feries of ——— t was | ken, and 
expiated his crimes ‘bya. death ec ally bs 
he was broken on the whe - nd left'to ¢ 
torturés". Thefe evefits me th ny 
pier who, though welled 
impulle, were t 
sndniie cruel extermin 
colonies were threatened” re Was 
of ‘the remionftrating party 5. beaw’ and” 
fpierre’ were Roafpic sous adherent f e 
Noirs. Several decrees were obtaitiéd 6 
to the interéfts of the colony, that't fentati 
retired int difgult from the ‘Mfembly ‘Br 
; invariably a@ive in promoting the caafe ; his p papet 
Wai devoted to it, and cénfidered fo likely to panee 
the defired effeéts, that | numbers were carried: 
out to the Welt Indies, Sah woot the foldiers 





failors were taught to fprea 
els in America were princi 
the fame caufe ; and he made a 
; Reptorting all France to 
' people of colour 
ae ies 









oy n Edwards's 8 of St, Doinis 
+ Spo a . 

































oe val intention to difeut the abftrac 
3 or even to confider how 

d that in times fo turbulent, a 
‘ id have facrificed fome. portion of 
, and even of his judgment, to the tran- 
$ country and to the fecurity of its 
i intention affords little excufe 
confiderable magnitude, 
cially for thofe politicians who have the advan- 
of hearing their fentiments ably combated ; but 
midde of condué in itfelf problematical or 
as can be alctibed to felfifh or difhoneft 
y terms of execration are fufficiently em- 
cal to ftigmatize the man who thus wantonly 
Wickedly excites the ftorm of popular commo- 
yanfwer fome bafe purpole of his own. ape 

Wg Narrative, explaining the views , pt tie 

y of Amis des Noirs, is*taken from Ber nd’ 
evalie de St. Louis, mamed de ile, ha 
and was in 
g fuch facts as he was enabled to 
N “in focieties of every defcription. 
‘the troubles of St. ied the sini en- 
to fome details which furprifed the, 
| the manner in which he had 
ation, de ‘Langle ftated, 
mted with aa 










3; that 


wey and Jury party Le me 





































not aa ee fee fo Mberally av th the expe 
intelligence it appeared, that all the tro 
= colonies had been excited, and were kept up by 
the manceuvres of the Amis des Noirs. al 
peared, that a confiderable contribution had bee 
raifed from the richeft mulattoes of! St. Domi 
and fent to Paris. The correfpond in Raimox 
poffeffion related to all thele “fats, 
commiffioned the chevalier sop orfua : 


to examine the papersy and ‘read: t 
not date with fuch attention ~ ae u 
to repeat the heads of what they contain 
commiflion was eal a ‘ 
de Langle read to his employer a fot 
the womans) containing defcriptions.@! 
of feveral parcels of papers. Thesfirlt Son- 
tained minutes of plans and inftruétic nt to St. 
Domingo: in 1790 and 1791, for the: purpofe, . 
exciting, conducting, and fupporting the infurree- 
‘tion; and allo copies of printed pamphlets and 
hand-bills, which were\to be» diftributed vinjthe 
colony. The fecond parcel contained a draft, of; 
plan, and the regifter of a’ Snrieiaate be rane 
in St. Domingo, amounting to upwards»offeves 
millions (406,250/.) ; great part of this money was 
, Paris, to reward the pei and purchafi 
of feveral members-of the affem 






intiny = pameh &c. ted 
rigmal letters, addrefled to’ Rumond.oy by! 
efpondent pik Domingo, with notes 
< One of thefesletters announced, 
y amillion (43,7507) had been fent toy 
ul nt mieux, And it by” 
nd’s anfwers, that Briffot : 
with three hundred thoufand. livres. (a, 
Condorcet with one hundred and 
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d5- anak wet a cep iy persmar 
ierre would acc no money, either for 
Du ee of difttibucieaer as a gratification, but 
the -caufe with unabated zeal. M. Bertrand 
irous:to obtain pofieflion of thefe important 
, and oy acted negociation for that 
fe, which promifed completeft fuccefs, but 
»pointed, firft by the te of Raimond, 
to pals the oe at Auteuil, and 
 cataftrophe the tenth of A 
ent is true, the views of a aap 
plete! ene ‘and their conduc 


dence is not by any means perfeét, 
Wing the nature of the cafe, it* warrants 
tand had too much fagacity to be im- 
upon’ by am unfounded {tory ; the details are 
imitantial, and have every appearance of cor 
reginels ; de "Langle had received favors and ex- 
sefted more, and M, Bertrand corroborates” 
fertions. by ftating, that’ he had often received 
nd early ony oe from him, which he 
dexact". Briflot himfelf acknowledges 
: of his having enriched himfelf A te 
tions in this caufe had been circulated.” 
ly denies the fact, and avers, that thet he'took 
Ddehal — people of colour had been extrem 
mental to his:interefts ; and that’ never 
reimburii he had advanéed *. ¥ aflertion 
is not fatisfaCory, and Briffot might have-convinced 
re of his readers of his difintereftednefs, if, in- 
of defcanting on his anoderation and thé’ 
of his. dwelling, he had informed them by ¥ 
she was enabled to advance money, to main- 
houfe, aad to fupport an unfuccefsful ae 


b ; ieee ; : . 
i 5) re * Life, p. 86, 
See There 


























There is reafon to believe that Briffot’s n 
Le Patriote Frangois, was. not fuccelsful,. 
the miniftry created by his influence; and de 
his views, expended the public money in sir 
it, C hriftie, in enumerating the different j 
publithed i in France, from which refpectable af 
tion may be derived, does not mention Le Pa 
Frangois'. \t poflefled one.title to celebrity 
of fupporting the caufe of imfubordination, 
mending revolt, and apologizing for m 
pillage. When the banditti of,Avig 
terror around, and the horror excited b 
barities appeared to animate the whole 
and people. with fimultaneous indignat 
ftood forward their advocate and apo 
confidered this petty army of robbers and x 
as including'the majefty of the people, and con 
refiftance as an oppofition of the few to the will’ 
the majority. At a period when the recital. of the 
atrocious deeds made the heart fhudder and ¢ 
Blood recoil, Briflot extolled their fanguinary pro 
ceedings, and diftinguifhed them by the title of the 
Providence of the South *. a 
The hypocrify of Briffot, the ftoical rigor which Uncers 
he always affected *, and the cautious referve which cig) oak 
ne majntained to all but a few intimates’, y ples, 
eapcons difficult to trace the motives ' 
‘conduat, and to alcertain whether, | in tay ‘ 
was an Orleanift or a.republican. It is certain, that, 
independent ‘of his place in the duke’s houfehold, 
and his*intimate connexion with Petion, he was 
ui with his fecrets*, and co-operated in 38 


*) 


t le the Revolution, Part I. from p. 145 to 148. 
® Confiderations on the Nature of the French Revolution, Lae 
dv Pan, p..45.n. Hiftorical Sketch, p. 534. Peltier’s late idure 
vagé. 24. vol. ii. p. 436. * 
; of Dumouriez, vol. iii. e ae sa 
y of the Briflotines, p Soh 7 
* For a ftriking inftance, {ee S eesbie du ae par Barruel, 


vol, ii, p. 465. / 
Q4 his 
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The condoé. of Orleans himfelf fevourea 

of his adherents, for he himfelf fwore 
na oe long before the revolution *, and 
hat zra affected to be a zealous republican. 


oA vit eee period .of the king’s flight to Varennes, 


hopes were entertained by the 
arty to. ) who Se rie ee stant, that this event 
ould ruin the royal .caufe, and ‘they determined to 
prepare the public mind for an important change of 
overnment. With this view a new paper, called 
licain, ou le Defenfeur du Gouvernement Re- 
tif, was lifhed under the fuperintendance 
of Briffot. Only two num- 
bers were *; and it is afferted that the 
per was only ‘eflalihed to delude the people; and 
pnceal the real views of the confpirators.. It is 
d, that while they contended that the king had 
bdicated the throne, they were anxious to avert the 
fufpicion that Orleans was intended for his fuceeflor, 
For this purpofe they diffeminated notions of a 
republic, and of an agrarian law, taking care to 
prefent thefe innovations in terms fo vague, that they 
ee he any fubfequent period difavow them *, 
ioungh Le Republicain was unfuccefsful, Briffot 
did not defit from pleading the caule of ‘republi- 
ore He announced his opinions on this fubjects 


and againft the king’s inviolability, fo a 
and. pertinacioufly in the Patricte Irangeis ; 








th Jul paper was denounced in the aflembly, by Mx Goupil, 


but without effect‘. Percicving thatarguments in 
favour of a republican form of SonernaeRs were 


® Memoires du Jacobinifme, Barruel, vol, i Cou- 
juretion de d° rOnigshe vol. i. ps re i te 
© Roland's Appeal, vol. i. p. 58. 4 aa 
© Conjuration de d'Orleans, v vali 
east The expreffion cited i. Goupil was, “ T move that 
ute inviolability be confidered as derogatory to the fo 


“ 2 nation, fubverfive of the sonknnicn, and that 
i. pee be decreed, that the king may and ought to be brought 
* to 


difre- 













met a owaat neither chofen 
ted by the national “ace, 
electors of the deputies, an 
This abfurd plan met with fome approbation 
the moft violent members of the aflembly 
Jacobins, but'no attomnpergne made to red 
practice *. a 
Briffot is accufed, notwith 
ances of republicanifin, oy favourin 
Orleans, in preparing t feneges 
in'the Champ de Mars. It was eed h 
framed the petition in fuch terms, as while. it t 
quired the dethronement of Louis XVI. nitted 
Orleans. to “hope for the diadems afi 
Briffot’s attachment to Orleans, to Petion, and: 
Clos, this account is not improbable. The peti 
approved by the Jacobin club, and printed by their . 
order, contained fuch a fentence, and madame 
Roland’s exculpation of Briflot is fo weak and fue 
tile, that it ferves rather to confirm than to difprove 
theimputation. She fays, “ The Jacobins pr 
“* a petition to the aflembly, to demand of it to 
“¢ judgment on the traitor who had fled: or to 
i a it.totake the fenfe of the people on the 
he might deferve; and in the.mean 
to declare that he had loft the confidence of 
“ thofe’ of Paris.’ La Clos, a man of great parts ~ 
** whom mature had formed for comprehenfive 
“ views, and whofe vices had dedicated all his fa- 
** culties to intrigue ; La Clos, devoted to d’Orleans, 
i, great weight i in his council, made this pro- 
tothe Jacobins, who received it, and with 
4 @ Chom it was abetted by fome hundreds of 
“ tuaries and ftreet-walkers, who tumbled from the 
“ Palais Royal into the place of-sheiggngetonseaa 


© Moore’s View, vol. ii. p. 393. 
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 oelock at hight, “‘The’ fociety “ddlibérsted- wich 
“that mob, who alfo voted; it decreed the fuly 
 ftance of the petition; and it appointed a com. 
mittee to draw it up, in which were La Clos and 
 Briffot. were employed on it that very 
night, for it been refolved that a deputation 
of the fociety fhould carry it to the Champ de 
Mars the next day, thereto be fhewn to all who 
© might with to examine:and fign it. La Clos pre. 
“@ tended a: headach, arifing from want of fleep, 
« which would not fuffer him to hold the pen, and re- 
‘quefted Briffor to take it 3 and converfing with him 
** on thecompofition, he propofed for the latt article, I 
' © © know not wliat claufe, which revived royalty, and 
opened a door for d’Orleans. Briffot furprifed, re- 





jetted it with eagernefs, and the other, an able poli- 
“ tician, gave it up, with the pretencg of not having 
. fufficiently weighed its confequences, well know- 
* ing that he could flide it in; and in fat it didap- 
* pear in the printed paper diffeminated abroadias.the — 
® refolution of the Jacobins ‘.”’ ‘, “ae 
Briffot’s conduct was ftrongly difapproved by the 
friends of monarchy, and by fen of integrity. It 
was even fuppofed that a criminal accufation would 
be preferred againft him ; his perfeverance im the 
caule, if we may believe his own account, occafioned 
the defertion of his acquaintance, and a” 
alarm among his friends. He impud 
that the infurrection was an intrigue invented — 
court to obtain a pretence for the maflacre of the 
patriots*: but the pretended maffacre was, confined 
to a few obfcure individuals, who were ‘killed at 
tandom by the national guards, while Briffotand 
the principal agents in framing the: petition were 
left unmolefted. ae wage 9 
wre : Teer : 
y heagreieds & i Acoohte' io hey bey tol de 
@ Orleans, vol. iii. p. 143. 
_ & Life, pe 70 to 75. 
1s The 












couraged Briflot to offer himfelf as candidate to 
ent the city of Paris in the legiflative *affembly. 
election ‘was ‘oppofed by the mete ‘power ar 
influence of the Feuillans, and at firft was tf 
but finally, aided ‘by the influence of Orl anc 
the popularity of Petion, he triumphed over every 
obftacle, and was eae a aiferbly, . Pa 
At an early fitting o 
pointed Geveenip, a afterwards member 
committee of public inftruétion. The 
affembly was fo differently compofed from the 
ftirdent, that’ it was eafy for Briflot, Sr ‘means of 
activity and perfeverance, to” himfelf cons ©) | 
fpicuous, and appear the head of § In this 
aflembly, neither of the fuperior orders were . 
fented ; many of the deputies were ; 
the loweft ‘and moft illiterate claffes of fstlety 
thefew who poffeffed a moderate fhare of eru 
* Wereinexperienced in bufinefs, ignorant of legifative 
forms, uninftructed in the commercial and political 
relations of France, and addiéted to abftract fpecula- 
tions, and to fyftems which they could not fully 
comprehend, but which unfettled their minds, and 
evented their refifting the influence of a few defi 
individuals Briflot, though he had never 
d asa legiflator, was qualified to take the 
an ‘affembly of this defcription, He had 
‘eonfidered the conftitutions and forms 
of regia ate other’ countries, and though: his 
o> tee oad yok bee or correct, 
yet as he vance facts and atlume ciples 
: PG -of contradiction or wilh mo he 
to moft of his colleagues, “His 
of aufterity pleafed the vulgar, and ait 


® Hifforical 1 Sketch, p. 418. See alfo Mercure Francois, ‘he 
xo et rset da ag Sepiembie, ct du ¥ O8ebre 1791 “gta. 
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‘armed fulpicion. SV 
as? ~ were grt to Condorcet, but his fuperior 
“and courage him fo many advantages, that he 
me ie foon . ideréd the leader of a party, ‘while Con. 
was ranked in the fecond clafs. 
¢ ‘ee _ ct not again advert,to his exertions in behalf 
_ of the negroes, which were unintermitting, and fatal 
i x, : to ehe colonies, or in favour of the murderers at 
Px Avignon, by whofe means that territory was taken 
from the pope and annexed to France. Briflot was 
no lefs ftrenuous againft the e ts, and particu- 
larly. the king’s ends to ae prejudice he'made 
ee motions and enforced feveral harth decrees *. 
ae aim of Briffot’s politics, was to 
tea of war, which he could not 
hout =, the minifters, and fubftituting 
others entirely devoted to his views. To attain this 
» he exerted all his rancour and all his induftry. 
"Patriate Frangois teemed with abufe - 
every minifter whom he could not ore 
availed himfelf of the information w 
as member of the diplomatic a to” iets 
the public mind. When Bertrand firft came into 
a ‘adminiftration, he was by fome fuppofed to be a 
oe, Jacobin, and Briffot believing the fact, or homme f to 
ss him to that party, publifhed his eulog bu 
3 ms afterwards attacked him with his uli acritt 
% “was one of his moft inveterate p 
be. , de Narbonne entered into a negociat 
is or bring him to efpoufe the court party 
& iduced him to praife’Narbonhe,. while 
2 attacks on the’ other minifters wi 


a ; ', His exertions. againft Mart ¥ ere ur 
ai and attended the moft fa 0 
¢ od He ie with daily. abel ah 
















2 “Perret Bs and 28th O&., and gth Nov. 179%, Kee 
ae 1h Bernd’ Memoirs, a i, p- 224. Moore's Vette vol, ii, 
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pong ad prom y him i 
ne fightel a i | 
b the r is , Clo 
ree apsint Ce audios atthe ast 
cael gate It is faid that av 
well as ambition gern! 
tion. Towards the end of the preceding 
Leffart had commiffioned a friend. to 
ciation with Briffot and four other eer hi 
agreed to give ‘their voices and influence ” 
on condition that each of them fh al 
ceive pei 1 thoufand livres (26 2/. ea easels "De 
Leflart, confidering the fum too exorbitant, “the: 


negociation ended, and they the 
with unabated rancour till they effedt his 


ee. hy. 
The views of Briffor uniformly tended ye es er ay 


war. His motives are varioufl ‘war ¥ 
others. Thofe who confided tiie as ‘oe 
always a republican, affert that he was # 
bya defire to ruin the king, and to rode. 
t form of government”. Briflot himfelf affected 
afterwards, when the doftrine of republicanifm was ‘a 
more popular, to prove that he was ififluenced Ua “a 
that motive alone. He thus exprefles himfel ‘9 
al am accufed of having provoked a war. And 
without the war royalty would ftill ‘abhi! 
hout the war we fhould be covered with sh 
hout the war, a thoufand 4 
aes, would not have been develipe ae 
‘this war, Savoy, and fo many other. Aa 
whofe chains are going to fall, woul¢ a 


had, their li —They feared at ir 
by a ki ig 5 thort-fi ted hitigians i it tf ‘as 
becaule this i ree 































* .. Hiftori See DuMownsEz. es 
1 vol. ii. p. 164. ertrand relates the’ fact 

from he egon of the pon wo manoged the en bata 
© BSF ® View, vol. ii. p. 59 i 
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